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“The Muhammadans themselves recognise two
main social divisions, (i) Ashraf or Sharif and (ii) Ajlaf.
The first which means ‘noble’ or ‘person of high
extraction’ includes all undoubted descendants of foz-
eigners and converts from the higher castes of Hindus.
All other Muhammadans, including the functional
groups, and all converts of lower rank are collectively
known as Ajlaf ‘wretches’ or “mean people’ or Kamina or
Itar, “base’ or ‘razil’ worthless. This category includes

the various classes of converts who are known as Nao
Flo s
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Muslim in Bihar and Nasya in North Bengal, but who,
in East Bengal, where their numbers are greatest, have
usually succeeded in establishing their claim to be
called Sheikh. It also includes various functional groups
of which the Ashraf takes no count. To him all alike
arc Ajlaf. This distinction is primarily one between
Muhammadans of foreign birth and thosc of local
origin. The Ashraf consider it degrading to accept
menial service or to handle the plough. The traditio-
nal occupation of the Saiads is the priesthood, while
the Moghals and Pathans correspond to the Kshatt-
rivas of the Hindu regime In some places a third class
called Arzal or lowest of all is added. It consists of the
very lowest castes with whom no other Muhammadan
would associate and who are forbidden to enter the
mosquec or usc the public burial ground. (See Bengal,
1901, p. 452"
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