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It1s indeed probable that all the facts of this migra
tion, so far as we Lnow them can be explained without
postulating an earlter beginmmng for the m grations than
2500 B C*

S:{ —_—

1t 1s however certamn that the Rigveda offers mno

assistance 1n determimng the mode a which the Vedic
Indians entered India?
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rechoming 1S an invented one dewvised by the Hindu astro
nomers for the purposes of their calculations some thirtyfive
centuries after that date

The general 1dea of the Ages, with ther names
and with a graduated deterioration of rehgior and morahity
and shortening of human Iife —with also some conceptian
of a great peniod hnown as the Lalpa or on which s men
ttoned 1u the inscriptton of Asoka (B C 264 227 ) —seems
to have been well established 1n India befare the astronomucal
period But we cannot refer ta fhat early time any passage
assigning a date to the beginming of any of the Ages, or even
alloting them the specific lesgths whether in solar years af
men or 1n divine years mentioned above !

Litetary tustaaces are not at all commau  even @
astromomycal writings The earliest available one
seems to be gneof A D 976 or 977 from hashmur  1t1s the
year 1n which Thayyata, son of Chandraditya wrote his com
meatary oa the Devisataka af Avandavardhasva  when
Bhimagupta was reigntng *
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From the days of Father Bacchus to Alevander the
Great thetr hings are reckoned at 15% whose reigns extend
over 6451 years and three months, (Pliny)

Father Bacchus was the first who 1nvaded India and
was the first of all who trinmphed over the vanqushed Indsans
From him to Alexander the Great 6%51 years are reckoned
<ot daee months addiienal  the talodaten bewg made by
cotinting the Lings who reigned m the intermediate period, to
the number of 153 (Solw 525}
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From the bme of Dionysoa {or Buchus) to Sandra
Lottos the Indians counted 153 lings and a peniod of G042
years, but among these a repubhic was thrice established——
and another to 300 years, and another to 120 year» The
Indians also tell us that Dionysos was earhier than Herakles
by &fteen generatons (lndika of Atrian ch IN)
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It1s said that India s peopled by races both numer
ocus and diverse of which not even one was ongually of
foreign  descent, but all were evidently indigenous, and
moreover tnat India neither received a colony from abroad,
nor sent out a colony to any other nation :
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The only sertons objection against dating the earhiest
Vedic hvmos so far bich as 2000 or 2500 B C 1s the cloce
relationship between the Ianguage of the old Persian cuaer
fori tnscriptions and the Awesta The date of the Awesta
s atself not qut e cerlatn  But the inscrzptions of the Persian
Rangs are dated, and are not older than the 6th Ceatury B C
Now the two languages Old Persian and Old High Indian,
are 50 clo ely related, thatit is not difficult w transiate the
old Persian ascriptions night into the language of the Veda
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1~ Some Problems of Irdian Luterature 1925 p 17
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1— Pre Arynn and Pre Deavidnan o India Umineraty of
Calentta 1929 pp 19—73
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